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Mr. Secretary General of the United Nations; 
Mr. Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission of CTBTO; 
Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen; 
 

1. Allow at the outset to convey Morocco and France delegations deep appreciation for 

the invitation addressed to them to take part in the preparatory work for this meeting, 

in their capacity as coordinators for the facilitation of the entry into force of the 

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

2. I seize this opportunity to pay tribute to the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-

Moon, for his continued commitment to disarmament and nonproliferation and for 

his quest aiming at making the year 2010, a year of disarmament. 

3. Participation of Morocco and France in this Ministerial Meeting reflects once more 

their commitment to the early entry into force of the Treaty as one of the major 

elements of the international disarmament and nonproliferation regime. 

4. A few days ago, the United Nations commemorated the international day against 

nuclear tests and few weeks later the General Assembly will adopt a resolution 

underlining the importance of the CTBT and its Entry into force. And we are 

gathered here today to reiterate our firm support for the treaty and to explore ways 

and means of speeding up its entry into force.   

5. The remaining nine countries on the list of Annex II should hear this call from the 

international community and join us all for our endeavor to make the prohibition of 

nuclear tests irreversible, transparent and verifiable. We call on all those who did not 

do it yet to ratify the treaty as soon as possible. 

6. Fourteen years after it was open for signature, and despite the wide political support 

it enjoys, with 182 signatures and 153 ratifications, the CTBT has not come into 

effect yet, while the verification regime required by the Treaty is almost ready. 

7. I would like, in this regard, to commend the work of the Preparatory Commission 

and to congratulate the Provisional Technical Secretariat, under the able leadership of 

Mr Tibor Toth, for their remarkable work and assure them of our continued support. 

 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

8. This Ministerial Meeting is taking place following the successful completion of the 

NPT review conference, last may. We are pleased to note that the final document of 

the conference underlined the utmost importance of the entry into force of the 

CTBT and its role in strengthening the NPT. 
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9. I would like also to welcome the practical steps adopted by the 2010 NPT review 

conference to implement the 1995 resolution on the Middle East. Establishing a 

Zone free of Weapons of Mass Destruction and their delivery systems remains a 

crucial endeavor to advance peace and stability in the Middle East region.  

10. We are encouraged in particular by the positive prospects of ratification by some 

Annex II countries. We recall in this regard that President Obama in his Prague 

speech highlighted the ratification of the CTBT as one of his disarmament priorities. 

We recall also that the Chinese Foreign Affairs Minister assured, during the Article 

XIV Conference last September, that China will continue to work with the 

International community towards the entry into force of the CTBT. And more 

recently, Indonesia announced its intention to ratify the Treaty. We are confident that 

these developments will boost the global efforts to bring the treaty into force. 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

11. The 6th Article XIV Conference on facilitating the entry into force of the CTBT, 

which I had the honor to co-chair with my colleague, H.E.M. Bernard Kouchner, 

Foreign Minister of France, last September, highlighted the importance of 

international collective action to bring the CTBT into effect. The Conference agreed 

on measures to achieve such an objective. 

12. As coordinators, Morocco and France, in full coordination with the Executive 

Secretary of the Prepcom, established a plan of action and initiated many activities at 

regional and international levels, to promote the Entry into force of the Treaty. 

13. In this regard, Morocco will organize regional outreach activities such as a Workshop 

for senior officials of the African non ratifying countries, which is to take place in 

Rabat in October 2010. 

14. Morocco and France will take advantage of the 5th session of the Mediterranean 

Parliamentary Assembly, to be held in Marrakech next October, to sensitize the 

Mediterranean members of Parliament on the importance of the CTBT and the need 

for making utmost efforts for its early entry into force. 

15. In conclusion, we remain convinced that the CTBT, once into force, will play a key 

role in the non-proliferation and disarmament Regime and as an instrument for 

confidence building, besides its possible civil applications such as tsunami and natural 

disasters early warning. 

Thank you. 


